
Everybody hates fixing their windshield 
 

Driving down Highway 401, you hear a sharp clack on your vehicle’s windshield. 

You think nothing of it and keep going. But the next morning, you can’t help but notice 

a small crack on the windshield when you start the car. Mystery solved! That noise was 

most likely a piece of flying gravel connecting with the glass. 

Some people might just shrug it off and not bother having the crack looked at, 

especially if the crack is very tiny. However, this is never a good idea. Just like a hole in a 

sock, the crack on your windshield can become even bigger, especially in these cold 

temperatures. 

What Is Your Windshield Made Of? 

The windshield and windows on your vehicle are made out of a special kind of glass 

known as ‘safety glass’. In the case of an accident or injury, the lamination process that 

goes into safety glass enables it to shatter, but not fly apart in sharp shards thanks to a 

special vinyl layer coating. 

Your windshield is therefore made up of two pieces of glass, with a thin layer of vinyl 

between them. The three pieces are laminated together by applying heat and pressure 

in a special oven called an autoclave. When a small object, like a piece of gravel, strikes 

a piece of safety glass, typically only the outer layer of the windshield that is struck 

breaks. This is why you probably won’t get excess water or cold air coming through, 

and why the crack might look harmless. 

Repairing auto glass is entirely different than repairing a typical broken window. Your 

windshield follows a specific design as outlined by the manufacturer and if you do not 

purchase the exact same one, you run the risk of it not fitting properly, and causing 

more damage to your vehicle. 

How Do You Repair Auto Glass? 

Cracks at the edge of the windshield tend to spread quickly, and cracks in the centre of 

the windshield can be a major distraction to the driver. If you choose not to replace the 

entire windshield, you can opt for a special sealant treatment, but keep in mind that’s 

only a temporary solution. Auto glass restoration is a tricky process that requires the 

professional touch of a trained automotive technician. Once the new glass is installed, 

it will be weather-proofed with chemical treatments to protect it from any 

precipitation-related damage. 



Auto glass repair should not be attempted by anybody except a professional. Trained 

technicians generally have a certification or license in automotive glass installation and 

collision repairs, and know what to look for. For example, you wouldn’t treat a cracked 

windshield affected by a high-impact collision the same as you’d treat a side window 

that’s been broken in the process of vandalism. Side glass is entirely different from 

windshield glass and it’s important to place your vehicle in the hands of a trusted 

professional. 
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